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l'vom a statement given before the United States Senate Committee on

 Health, Education, Labor and Pensions on June 21, 2012

- My name is Ricardo Thornton. I am here representing the ninety-two
thousand people who are still living in institutions and large public

and private facilities for people with intellectual disabilities—and for
all of the people, like me, whe used to live in an institution. With me
today is my wife, Donna, and my son, Ricky.

I lived in institutions all of my childhood. I was first a resident of
D.C. Village and then in 1966 I went to Forest Haven, D.C.’s insti-
tution for people with intellectual disabilities. My wife, brother, and
sister also lived at Forest Haven. For many years, no one told me that
I had a brother and sister. We weren't told that we were related. In the
institution, I didn’t get to think for myself. The staff thought for me

and made all of my decisions. For a long time, no one expected any-
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Anyone can become disabled at any time. We are [
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like everyone else. The time needs to be over for people to be sent to
institutions because there aren’t options in the community or because
people think it’s cheaper or mote protected. It wastes people’s lives and,
in the long run, keeps them from contributing. There’s no such thing
a5 1 good institution.

Segregating people is always bad; people never grow in those places
anil are safer and happier in the community. I'm one of many people
who could be here today. People sometimes sﬁy that I’'m not like some
ol the other people with intellectual disabilities. The only thing that’s
spis inl about me is that people believed in me and in my potential to
It in spite of my disability, and they took the time to help me learn.
il v protect people from places where no one expects anything from
i and where they're just kept alive. We can't go back. If’s time to
\ luyward. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today and for
+ . vantinued support of people with disabilities.




